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The District Conference Program Committee has selected
Refugee Aid as our service project
this year. Refugee Aid is an
organization started in Phoenix and is
supported by the Papago Buttes
congregation in Scottsdale, Arizona.
These items will be collected and
blessed during the offering time in
worship on Friday evening. If you
cannot be there in time for Friday
worship, there will be a drop off
location to put the items you bring
on Saturday.

Specifically our offering will collect:
! New socks and underwear for children and adults (small and

medium sizes only, please);
! Gently used clothing for children and small adults is also

appreciated;
! Monetary donations can also be made with checks to PSWD and

the funds will be passed along.

Refugee Aid is a volunteer group of concerned individuals who
assist refugee families seeking asylum in the United States. “We are
disturbed by the mistreatment of refugee families, particularly refugee
children. We believe all people deserve to be treated humanely. The
refugee families we serve have permission from our federal
Government to remain in the U.S. with their sponsors while their
asylum case is pending. Their sponsors provide them with air or bus

tickets to cities across the U.S. Many families will travel for days
with little or no food or money, and would travel in the clothing they
have worn for weeks or months without some local intervention.

Refugee Aid supports a network
of churches, mostly small, Spanish
speaking congregations with few
resources. There are a growing
number of churches involved in this
effort, but the network we support is
now coordinated through Lutheran
Social Services of the Southwest
(LSS-SW), the main refugee
resettlement organization in the
Phoenix valley. There are no local or
state government funds available in
Arizona to assist in providing for
these families.

Refugee Aid volunteers help serve about 1500 persons each week,
providing hot food, a shower when available, a change of clothing, a
place to sleep for the night, some travel food and a few dollars, a ride
to their plane or bus, and a large helping of God’s love and comfort.
Refugee Aid volunteers are organized into teams, each team to
address one of the diverse needs of the families.

Your support in helping to care for these families is welcome and
appreciated!

Questions?  Contact 

Karen Haynes Shankster
Papago Buttes CoB, 

Scottsdale, AZ
kshankster@cox.net
480-415-6716


