
Ballot Background Information,  Exhibit  B

Pacific Southwest District - Church of the Brethren
Background Information for the 2016 - 2017 Ballot

Candidates are listed by office, alphabetically by last name.
Descriptions of each office are condensed from the PSWD Constitution: www.pswdcob.org

Moderator-Elect (vote for 1): The two year term begins immediately. In addition to being an officer of
District Conference, the Moderator-Elect serves on the District Board of Administration, the District
Conference Program Committee, and chairs the Nominating Committee.

 
Karen Pierson:

Age: 59
Congregation: Church of

the Living Savior CoB,
McFarland.

Vocation: Substitute
Teacher.

Church Experience: In December 2015 I

finished my second term on the district board.
During that time I also served on the Ministry
Commission. At Church of the Living Savior I
have served on the Praise Team, and helped in the
Children’s Adventure Club on Sunday morning.

Vision Statement: To see every individual,
every church in the PSWD working together as the
body of Christ.

Nominating Committee (vote for 1): The three year term begins immediately. Members may not serve
successive terms. Nominating Committee presents to the District Conference a ballot for each vacancy.

Gerald Davis:
Age: 85

Congregation: Pomona
Fellowship CoB

Vocation: Retired farmer

Church Experience: District Moderator 3
times, PFCOB Assistant Moderator, PFCOB
Deacon.

Vision Statement: Jesus told us to love God, to
love our neighbors, and to love each other as Jesus
loves us. I believe that we should share the truth
that God has revealed to us with each other in this
spirit of love.

Program Committee, District Conference (vote for 1): The three year term begins immediately. The
Committee is responsible for planning the District Conference program, obtaining leadership, and making
all necessary arrangements for the conference, in cooperation with on-site representatives.

Linda Hart:
Age: 77

Congregation: Pomona
Fellowship CoB

Vocation: Retired Special
Education Teacher

Church Experience: Have been member of the
Church Board, pastoral search committee, and all
the commissions, currently serving on the Music
and Worship Commission. Volunteer in all aspects
of the life of our church.

Vision Statement: To show/live Gods love in
word and deed. To see the church become a place
of love, service and acceptance and to continue the
work of Jesus, peacefully, simply and together.
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PSWD Board of Administration: The term begins immediately. The purpose of the Board is
to manage and administer the religious and business activities of the District, as authorized by the
District Conference.

PSWD Board of Administration: Southern CA East Representative. . . . . . . . . Vote for 1 (three year term)

Board members elected as sectional representatives need to reside in the section they represent, and must
be a member of a Church of the Brethren congregation within the district for at least one year prior to
election and must have demonstrated leadership ability.

Dot Hess:
Age: 75

Congregation: La Verne
CoB

Vocation: Retired college
administrator and
management
consultant.

Church Experience: District and annual
conference delegate, locally served on several
commissions and the Church Board, served several
years with Brethren Disaster ministry in New
Orleans, New Jersey and Colorado.

Vision Statement: The churches of our district
are so varied in size and need, but I want to see us
work together to better understand each other. We
are all followers of one Jesus simply, peacefully and
it must be together.

PSWD Board of Administration: At-Large Representatives. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Vote for 5 (three year term)
Board members must be a member of a Church of the Brethren congregation within the district for at least one
year prior to election and must have demonstrated leadership ability.

Jose Rudy Amaya:
Age: 47

Congregation: Príncipe de
Paz CoB

Vocation: Professional
Truck Driver Class C

Church Experience: 1)
Participated at the Church

Planting Conference at Bethany Seminary in 2016;
2) Local Church Moderator; 3) Missions and
Community Outreach minister at Príncipe de Paz.

Vision Statement: To follow Jesus and share his
loving grace to others.

Cheryl Crane:
Age: 55

Congregation: Prince of
Peace, Sacramento

Vocation: Elementary
School Teacher

Church Experience:
Church Moderator, Church

Worship Chair, Church Accompanist, VBS Director
and teacher.

Vision Statement: As Christians we are bound
together to support each other as we grow to
become stronger spiritually and increase our ability
to do God’s work in a needy world.

Edward A Hernandez:
Age: 72

Congregation: Modesto
Church of the Brethren

Vocation: Retired, retail
management.

Church Experience:
I am fairly new to the Church of the Brethren. I first
became introduced through attending the past 5
annual conferences. I was accepted as a member in
November 2013. I have become active in our
fellowship through choir, member of the “worship
and spiritual life” commission and within the last
year have become a deacon. Also I had been
co-chair of our annual church retreat committee.

55



Ballot Background Information,  Exhibit  B

Vision Statement: To become actively involved
with the district policies. Seeking to find resolutions
to the challenges of our denomination.  To bring
“new blood” and enthusiasm. Help our fellowship
to become united in peace, love and Christ centered
accomplishments.

Katherine Boeger Knight:
Age: 45

Congregation: Live Oak
Church of the Brethren

Vocation: Vocational
b a c k g r o u n d  i n
business, farming,
human resource man-
agement, and Brethren

Volunteer Service recruitment. Currently parenting.

Church Experience: I have been blessed with
many opportunities to serve the church locally,
nationally, and even internationally. I am currently
serving on my congregation's nominating committee
and have previous experience on all three
commissions of the church board and as Nurture
Commission Chair. I have also served as Annual
Conference Delegate and worked with Brethren
Disaster Services with multiple Brethren groups at
various locations. --- As Coordinator of Recruitment
and Service Advocacy for Brethren Volunteer
Service and Global Mission Partnerships, I met with
countless different Church of the Brethren districts,
congregations, members, pastors, volunteers,
colleges, denominational employees, and related
agencies where they reside, work, and worship as
well as at multiple educational gatherings such as
Intercultural Consultation and seminars and
conferences for various age groups from youth to
older adult. Internationally I have served at a
Nigerian Work Camp and on a Christian
Peacemaker Teams Delegation to Colombia. I feel
called to now serve our district as well.

Vision Statement: My vision is for our district
and our congregations to grow spiritually and
physically, exploring and implementing ways to
plant, support, and encourage our churches while
enhancing relations between them, strengthening
the bond within our district.

Clark R. Youngblood:
Age: 69

Congregation: Circle of
Peace CoB

V o c a t i o n :  R e t i r e d
Professor of Christian
Studies, Grand Canyon
University, Phoenix,
AZ

Church Experience: I am an ordained minister
(retired) in the Church of the Brethren and have
been a member of Circle of Peace Church for 8
years. I have served on the Church Board
(Leadership Team) of Circle of Peace in the past as
Chair of the Evangelism and Church Growth
Committee and am currently serving as Moderator
of Circle of Peace Church. Also, in the past, I have
taught an adult Bible study class at Circle of Peace.
I am finishing a term on the PSWDCOB Policy
Board and am on the Ministry Commission of
PSWDCOB.

Vision Statement: My vision for the Church is
the carrying out of the Great Commission (Matthew
28:18-20). This includes, not only evangelism, but
discipleship in deed as well as in theory. This
discipleship includes both one’s personal spiritual
growth and the living out of the complete Gospel
which includes all that Jesus taught, including social
justice and ecological responsibility. Put another
way, it is the Great Commandment - love God with
your whole being - and the Second like unto it -
love your neighbor as yourself and - love and care
for God’s creation.
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SWD Board of Administration: Youth & Young Adult Representative. . . . Vote for 3 (one year term)
Youth members must be at least 15 years old and less than 24 years old as of December 31 of the year elected.

Elizabeth Piazza:
Age: 15

Congregation: Live Oak
CoB

Vocation: High School
Student

Church Experience: I
have been the youth

representative on the Live Oak Church of the
Brethren Board for the past two years. I have also
served on the PSWD Youth Cabinet for the past
two years.

Vision Statement: I would like to be a part of
growing the youth participation in our district. I
would be honored to have an opportunity to be a
voice for the youth and encouraging a focus on
youth participation in our district, our
communities, and our nation as we continue to
serve God and one another.

Israel Rosas:
Age: 20

Congregation: Glendale
Church of the Brethren

Vocation: I am currently a
student and athlete at
the local community
col l ege  he re  in

Glendale and I plan on transferring out to a 4 year
university in a couple years to pursue a major in
either psychology or business. I also hope to further
my football career. 

Church Experience: My family and I have been
part of the Glendale COB for about 4 years. In those
4 years I tried to contribute and do my part to make
Glendale COB a place my brothers and I can call
home. I worked close with the late pastor John who
guided me to be a better person and who truly
played a big role into who I am today. I helped
pastor John get everything ready and organized
every morning before church, setting up candles,
helping set up tables for his famous breakfast,
whatever it may be, I helped him get the job done.

Since it was my job to be at church very early in the
morning, I attended almost every Sunday school
meeting there was. I went to camp Laverne every
year I could. I attended national youth conference in
Colorado which was an extraordinary experience.
And I was also convinced that my voice was good
enough to be part of the church choir. 

Vision Statement: I hope to take this opportunity
to put in my part and contribute in any way I can.
Along with being another voice on the board, I hope
to gain more experience to further extend my
involvement in the COB youth. im really excited to
work together to help the COB vision grow. 

Alex Sanders:
Age: 20

Congregation: Modesto
CoB

Vocation: I am a Junior at
C a l i f o r n i a  S t a t e
U n i v e r s i t y ,  S a n
Marcos. I intend to

 major in Criminology and Justice Studies with a
focus on social inequality, community, and
injustice.

Church Experience: My family has attended the
Modesto COB for 4 years, and it has been a great
place for growth for myself, my younger brother,
and my mom. I helped serve dinners at our local
homeless shelter and attended a few meetings with
our congregations youth group.

Vision Statement: I see this position in PSWD
as a great opportunity to work at the administrative
level of the church. I am excited for the chance to
represent the youth in our district and work
together with other churches to further the mission
of the Church of the Brethren.
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Brethren Hillcrest Homes Board of Directors Nominees. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (vote for 1)
The three year term begins in accordance with the policy of Hillcrest.

Linda Battram Dorosh:
Congregation: La Verne

C h u r c h  o f  t he
Brethren

Vocation: Lawyer

Church Experience:
Served on Hillcrest Board
over fifteen years ago.

Choir member and serve in other music programs.
Christian Education Committee for six years and
Finance Committee for one year.

Vision Statement: To continue to keep
Hillcrest a retirement village of choice, and
maintain loyalty to the Church of the Brethren in
Christ’s love, companionship and care.  To
support our Church body and leadership with all
of ability and God given talents possessed.  To
grow so that others may benefit from our
collective labors of love, and follow Christ our
Savior into the Realm of Heaven.
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